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Keeping the Triple Lock and Cutting Tax

Inflation down and economy back on track

Further to our last Matters newsletter, the
Chancellor has delivered his Autumn
Statement. UK inflation has fallen ®
quicker than many economists
expected with December’s rate down
to 4%, due to the Government’s
decisions taken earlier in the year.

This has now enabled the Governmentto ®

help household incomes and support o

businesses to grow.

® From January National Insurance
Contributions (NICs) fall from 12% to °

10%. This follows the Government’s

Conservatives deliver
record number of police
officers in West Mercia

John Campion
West Mercia’s Police & Crime Commissioner

Your local Conservative Police and Crime
Commissioner, John Campion has been working
with Mark Garnier MP to ensure West Mercia
Police has the highest number of police officers it
has ever had. With a relentless focus on bringing
offenders to justice. With 2,500 police officers now
amongst its ranks, the local force is well placed to
ensure Wyre Forest remains a safe place.

Whilst key crimes have been falling, there is still
work to be done with threats emerging against
our community. PCC John Campion is focused
on ensuring all communities feel the benefit of
the additional police officers. With ever more
criminals being brought to justice, reduced Anti
Social Behaviour, and your local officers being
more visible and accessible in the towns and
villages across Wyre Forest.

increase of NICs level to £12,500 in
line with the tax-free threshold.

The Pensions Triple Lock secures a
pension increase of 8.5% for 2024/25.

® Universal Credit will increase by 6.7%
for 2024/25

Business Rates Frozen.

Self Employed will no longer pay
Class 2 NICs and Class 4 rate
reduced.

Extending 30-hours of free childcare

9.8% 8.5%

State
Pension

Minimum
Wage

Collision Hot Spot!

Sadly, yet again a road traffic accident has caused extensive
damage to a building in the Gilgal / Mitton Street area of
the Town. For safety reasons this has resulted in Mitton Street
being reduced to one lane. A knock-on effect of this is that
traffic coming from both Gilgal and Worcester Road would
need to merge onto a single lane at Mitton Street, a far-from-
ideal situation.

In order to prevent a hazardous driving layout and attempt
to find a way to keep traffic flowing, Worcestershire
Highways are trialling a different traffic flow system.
Vehicles are now directed from Gilgal to the Worcester Road
roundabout to come back onto Mitton Street. This removes
the hazard of traffic requiring to merge on the corner of Gilgal
and Mitton Street. Hopefully, this will ensure a smoother flow
of traffic and prevent the situation that has caused collisions.

It is hoped that this new system will result in a smoother traffic
flow and the elimination of collisions.

Your local County Councillors are working with Highways to
find workable solutions to this historic area of the town which is
an arterial route.

Wyre Forest Conservatives - working hard all year round
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Stourport Bridge Twinkling

Nitrous Oxide BANNED!

We have all seen those
tiny silver gas canisters
lying around in public
places. We have seen the
antisocial behaviour. But
from now on, the scourge
of cheap highs on Nitrous
Oxide — laughing gas — is
no more.

When BBC Hereford and
Worcester raised their
campaign to ban the
illegal use of nitrous oxide
with Mark Garnier, and the
illegal sale of it on an
industrial scale, Mark
pledged to help. Mark
raised the issue with
ministers, with the local
policing team and PCC
John Campion, and held a

debate in Parliament
calling for a proper ban of
nitrous oxide.

Known as laughing gas,
it not only brings littering
and antisocial behaviour
to our communities, it
attacks users’ nervous
systems, potentially
leaving them
permanently disabled. In
some cases, users have
taken their own lives in
despair.

Mark’s work has been
crucial in classifying
nitrous oxide as a class C
illegal drug. Thanks to
Mark, we should see an
end to this societal
problem.

County CllIr, Chris Rogers, is delighted to report that all
the bridge lights are now working, having been
replaced with new energy saving bulbs.
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New energy sa;ling light bulbs for Stourport Bridge

Elizabeth Mills Centre

On 7th December, Stourport Town Council competed its
acquisition of The Elizabeth Mills centre in New Street
from Wyre Forest District Council. The centre will
continue to provide the same facilities as before with the
existing trust as leaseholders.

This centre is an important additional asset for Stourport
and its community.

Delivering on our District Manifesto to Improve our District

Your new Conservative led Wyre Forest District
Council’s 2024/25 Budget for the District invests in
services which are important to you. Delivering on our
manifesto promises made last May, which includes the
following proposals:

» Two full time litter pickers to act as a litter blitz squad,
responding to non-routine work as we know how
important it is to keep our area clean.

« An additional Enforcement Officer to tackle parking
on double yellow lines and on our estates.

- To be open and transparent by webcasting the
Overview and Scrutiny Committee. (As recommended by the
Conservative Group, in our alternative 2023/24 Budget proposal.)

« 1 hours free car parking Monday — Friday in one car
park in each of the District’s 3 towns.

« Investing £50k in accessible play equipment at
Brinton Park and Stourport Riverside.

« Community Leadership Fund - Each District Councillor
will have £1,000 to spend on projects or organisations
within their ward.

We are delivering these important commitments by
increasing the council tax, of which WFDC’s share of the
bill is only 12%, by what equates to just £7 per year for a
Band D property.

As Conservative Group Leader on WFDC, ClIr. Marcus
Hart says, “We are delighted to proposing these
enhancements to services in Kidderminster and the
wider district and hope that all councillors will support
these proposals when they are voted on on 21st
February.

ClIr Chris Rogers said, “The investment that WFDC
Conservatives are proposing, which | campaigned for
in last May's local elections, will have a positive
impact on residents and | whole heartedly welcome
them.”

Local Town ClIr, Howard Williams says, “I am keen that
the residents of Stourport get their fair share and
welcome for example the additional resource to tackle
parking on double yellow lines. | also think that an
element of free car parking will be a welcome boost for
our town centre.”

Contact your Conservative team for Mitton if you have any concerns
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