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Wyre Forest District Council’s Conservative
Group Propose Alternative Budget _

Conservative Group Leader on WFDC ClIr Marcus Hart
says, “This Labour, Green and Independent led Council
is letting residents down. Consistently now you are
being asked to pay more Council Tax for less. We
believe that front line services that are important to
you should not only be protected but enhanced.
That is why we are proposing”:-

« To increase the number of Environmental
Protection Officers that tackle fly tipping from two to
four officers.

» To increase the number of Civil Enforcement
Officers from six to seven to specifically tackle parking
enforcement on double yellow lines in our villages.

« To increase the number of litter pickers at peak
seasonal times across the District.

« To increase the grant support to our Parish Councils
to undertake litter picking, bin emptying and grass
cutting on a local level.

« To invest in arts, leisure and cultural activities in our
District.

Cllr Ken Henderson says, “We believe these investments
will make a real difference to the lives of local
residents.”

Cllr Danny Russell added, “It £
is clear that your local Wyre A
Forest Rural Conservatives <
are on your side, tackling (/‘\\
the issues that matterto " | 1
you. | recognise and

support the need for the
additional officers to tackle
illegal fly tipping and illegal car
parking.”

Works to Derelict Properties
on Bridge Street -
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~=~_ Regarding Bridge Street shops as
s reported in our last newsletter,
numbers 25&26 have been
renovated on the first floor,
hopefully renovation to the
ground floor and shop fronts
will follow, as work is still
being carried out to the rear
of the building. As for
numbers 23&24 the old
Buftens shop there is still a

standing planning application approved in August 2020
ref:-20/0388/FUL. The approval is for 2 ground floor
shops, 2 self contained flats to the first floor and 4 mews
dwellings to the rear. Although we're still waiting for
contact it is hoped that work will begin before the
approval expires.

Bins - The Cost Of Getting It
Wrong

Cllr Ken Henderson is in discussion with the Community
Housing Group regarding litter bins being misused in
their areas, especially with the recycling bins being used
for non recyclables. This results in bins not being
emptied and eventually may cause bins to overfill. If the
bin team accidentally empties a contaminated green bin
into the freighters the whole contents of the freighter is
rejected at the recycling depot in Worcester, costing
thousands of pounds over the year - a wasteful and
preventable cost to tax payers.

Ken is also in talks with WFDC for more and clearer
signage as to what can and cannot be recycled. For
example black rubbish bags and black plastic cannot be
detected at the plant which causes major problems if it
should happen to get through the system.
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2 Clearer signage for recyclables is needed to
reduce the risk of contamination

Fly tipping is also a problem in some areas of community
housing land which they are responsible for removing.
One particular area in Areley Kings close to a private
housing estate and local school sets a bad example for
school children and also could contribute to devaluation
of properties.




News from Areley Kings and Riverside

Energy Support for Park Home
Residents

Your local team for Areley Kings and Riverside
have been in constant contact with the office of
Mark Garnier MP, who has been lobbying the
relevant Ministers in respect of the long awaited
payments for Park Home Residents for Energy
Support. Itis welcome news that the Government
has found a solution to ensure that Park Home
residents will be able to apply for the £400 in energy B
support. An online portal will be going live on the Gov.UK portal later this
month as well as a dedicated Hotline number to assist residents in making
their application for this vital energy support.

Any resident who is not connected to the electricity grid and therefore has
not been receiving either vouchers or payments from their electricity
companies will be able to make a claim for the Energy Support.

Mark Garnier has a dedicated web page to keep residents up to date on
this: www.markgarnier.co.uk/campaigns/support-park-home-residents

Community Leadership Fund

Thanks to the Conservatives for forcing a U-turn by Labour,
Green and Independent Councillors

The Community Leadership Fund of  ward, which do excellent work for
£1,000 per councillor was the local community. Marcus says,
introduced by the Conservatives Ken said, “I am delighted we have
some years ago. Last year it was been able to persuade Labour,
reduced to £500 with nothing Green and the Independents to
allocated for 2023-2024. This is see sense, being able to support
something we opposed as this local groups makes a real

money is used to grant funds to difference.”

groups and organisations within the
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Pension Triple Lock ANTEgg,,
The Chancellor has announced that the September inflation rate of
1041% is confirmed for increasing the State Pension from April 2023.

The triple lock was brought in under a Conservative Government to
rectify the low pension rate after years of low rises under Labour.

State Pension increased by only 44% in the last 10 years of the previous
Labour government, compared to 72% between 2011-2021 with the
Conservatives.

* All benefits will increase by 10.1% including the benefit cap

Tackling lllegal
Immigrants

The number of people entering the UK
illegally in small boats has more than
quadrupled in the last two years, from
8,404 in 2020 to more than 40,000
people in 2022.

A problem shared across Europe with
the number of illegal arrivals up by over
50 per cent, with France alone
receiving 100,000 asylum applications
this year. Our co-operation with the
French has led to 31,000 small boats
crossings being stopped in 2022 —
almost 50 per cent of the total
crossings.

But more needs to be done to protect
our beaches in Kent and to speed up
the number of Asylum claims, with the
Government announcing the following
actions:

« A new agreement with Albania so
that the vast majority of Albanian
claimants can be removed with
weekly flights until all Albanians in our
backlog are sent home.

« A new, permanent, unified Small
Boats Operational Command in the
channel with 700 new staff to bring
together military and civilian
capabilities.

« Tougher immigration enforcement
with 200 new staff and better data
sharing with banks so they are
unable to open bank accounts.

« Cheaper accommodation sites so we
can move migrants out of expensive
hotels. We will identify a range of
alternative sites such as disused
holiday parks, former student halls and
surplus military land.

« Clear the initial asylum backlog by
2023 by doubling the number of
caseworkers and radically streamlining
the process.
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