115 additional police officers for West Mercia
Police and Crime Commissioner John
Campion has budgeted for an increase in
the police’s share of Council Tax in 2019/20
with an increase for a Band D household of
around £1.63 per month to £216.66.
Communities across West Mercia will
benefit from an extra £13m for policing,
which will recruit an additional 115 police
officers. This will take officer numbers in
West Mercia to around 2,150, the highest
level seen in the force since 2012. An
additional £250,000 of resource will also
be dedicated to tackling rural crime.
As well as additional officers, the extra
resource will also ensure continued
reform of the police force so it can deal
with changing demand, and sustained
investment in community projects aimed

at tackling the root
causes of crime.
John Campion said:
“I promised I would
ensure our police
force has the
resources needed
to keep our
communities safe.
John Campion
My budget provides
the resources that the Chief Constable
has told me he needs to deliver key
service improvements around officer
visibility and accessibility, emergency
response times and victim satisfaction. I
will continue to both hold the force to
account, and support them, to ensure
those improvements are delivered.”

Crown House
is finally
coming down

Kidderminster
aspires to take
over the Town Hall

Your Conservative Team
is delighted that Crown
House is to be
demolished.

On 30 January, Kidderminster
Town Council unanimously
resolved to increase the precept
by £5.00 per year on a Band D
property. This increase will take
effect from April and will be used
in order to maintain important
local facilities in the Town.

Kevin Gale says, “Well
done to Conservativeled Wyre Forest District Council for sticking to its
guns and negotiating to ensure that it is Telereal
Trillium that pay the substantial cost for demolition
and not you the taxpayer.

Proposals include the
refurbishment of the Rowland Hill
Matthew Viner added, “I always felt that it was the statue outside the Town Hall, and
the provision of some extra green
easy option to take for the Council to fund the
demolition, something that some opposition parties (parish) grit bins to supplement
the County’s (yellow) grit bins.
supported. The cost will run into hundreds of
thousands of pounds and residents will now benefit The Town Council also plans to
from the building coming down and them handing take over the Town Hall from its
the Council back a cleared site which is in a prime current owner, Wyre Forest
location for redevelopment.”
District Council, during the year.
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Election
Day is on
Thursday
2nd May
Your Conservative Candidates for the ‘All
Out’ Wyre Forest District Council election
in May are Kevin Gale and Matthew Viner.
Kevin has lived in Kidderminster since
leaving the army in 1994, and works for a
large local retailer. He is married and has
two grown up sons who both live locally.
Kevin is a Kidderminster Town Councillor.
Matthew settled in Kidderminster after
moving from Northampton with his wife
and family. Matthew lives in Offmore and
Comberton Ward, and he got into politics
because he wants to give something back
to his community.

One of their personal priorities is the
regular production and distribution of the
blue Offmore and Comberton Matters
newsletter, to provide information on the
activities of the local Conservatives and
provide a regular point of contact for local
residents, all year round.

On 2nd May vote for the Team
that gets things done:

Kevin GALE

X

Matthew VINER

X

The Conservative Party Candidate

The Conservative Party Candidate

Contact Your Local
Conservative Team
If you have a problem concerning
local issues, please contact:
Rose Bishop on 01562 747103,
Kevin Gale on 07526 033377, or
Matthew Viner on 07738 682306.
For national issues, contact
Mark Garnier on 01562 746771.
office@wyreforestconservatives.com
35 Mill Street, Kidderminster. DY11 6XB
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Conservative-led Wyre Forest
District Council’s budget

Worcestershire County Matthew and Kevin’s
Council budget
local news roundup
At its 14th February budget-setting Council
meeting a 2.99% increase in the County’s
Council Tax and a 1% increase in the
We were pleased to see that the
Social Care levy was approved, which are
the maximum increases permissible without Greenhill Safer Neighbourhood Team
had managed to have removed the
a referendum.
silver Honda that was parked on the
Kevin Gale, Matters Editor, says, “These
footpath.
increases will see an average Band D
property have their bill increase by about £48
per year, 93 pence per week, to £1,260.75
per year. Whilst I appreciate this will have The County Council is planning to
an effect on us all as taxpayers I support resurface Shakespeare Drive, which
these proposals as the money is should take place in the Spring.
predominantly being used to protect the most
vulnerable adults and children in society.”
Back in the autumn, we reported a
Kevin added, “The County Council is
defaced street nameplate by Baldwin
investing an additional £14.1m into Adult
Road. Thanks to the WFDC crew for
Social Care, £7.7m into Children’s Social
getting the sign back together straight
Care, £3m for apprenticeships, skills
away.
development and business growth and
£2.8m into regeneration and infrastructure
projects.”
The police and local charity, Wyre
“In 19/20, it is proposed to spend £140
Forest Nightstop, went through the
million on Adult Social Care and public
health and £104 million on Children’s Social Town Centre in January offering help
Care and communities, which is 74% of the to rough sleepers so that only those
who opted to sleep out were there.
Council’s net revenue budget.”

Your Conservative Team is delighted that the
Conservative budget, with so many positive proposals for
Wyre Forest residents, was approved by the Council on
27th February.

Trinity Fields

Shakespeare Drive

Hurcott Road

on the street

car parking charges
frozen for 2019/2020

Dunclent Crescent

Following complaints from local
residents, Wyre Forest Community
We are delighted that the Conservative-led Housing has cleared fly-tipped rubbish
WFDC Cabinet have proposed the freezing from the both ends of the flats.
of charges in all pay and display car parks If you see this happening, please take
and for season tickets.
registration numbers and report it on
101 and to WFCH.
Kevin Gale says, “The Council has
considered this matter very carefully and
balanced the loss in revenue with the need
to encourage our town centres to be used,
together with the need to continue to
provide value for money and decided to
The Council will review the no-longerhave a freeze for this year. I am sure
new street nameplate, a regular
residents will welcome this news.”
cause of resident complaint.

Adams Court
and The Oaklands

Matthew Viner, Matters Editor, says, “This is a very
sensible budget for the benefit of all local residents. The
continuation of the £33,000 Community Leadership Fund
provides each ward councillor with £1,000 to support
Both commercial vehicles and cars
local causes or projects within their ward. A further
parked on corners on Comberton
£50,000 Localism Fund allocation supports community
have been the subject of complaints
groups and organisations and local Parish, including
to the police. If other drivers can’t see Town, Councils.”
to pull out you can get a ticket for
The proposals include funding for an additional
obstruction, so please think before
Enforcement Officer to tackle planning enforcement
parking your car or van.
issues for a fixed term period of 2 years. Matthew says,
“The Council receives many complaints about planning
issues and this additional resource will be welcome and I
feel that it will have a positive impact in dealing with
these issues.”
Vehicles have been broken into and

badly parked
vehicles

Offmore Comberton
vandalism

sat navs, cellphones, handbags and
laptops stolen recently. Please don’t
leave valuables in your car, but if you
must, don’t leave them on view.

dropped kerb at
Land Oak Drive

An additional Enforcement Officer for environmental
protection for a fixed term period of 2 years is also
proposed. Matthew says, “This post will be most welcome
to tackle fly tipping, littering and dog fouling issues. It is
very sad that fly tipping is a constant issue we are having
to deal with in our towns and in country lanes.”
There was also money allocated to help rough sleepers
on the coldest nights.

The recently installed dropped kerb at
It is worth noting that since 2010, Government funding to
the Birmingham Road end of Land
Oak Drive is being re-assessed, as it the Council has fallen by circa 40% and our net revenue
budget will have reduced from £16.4m in 2010 to £11.7m
may be too close to the A456.
in 2021.

Offmore Lane
trees around lights

We have requested that the Council
cut back or thin out the trees and
foliage on Offmore Lane to keep the
street lights clear of obstructions.

Baldwin Road
Thanks to WFDC for replacing the
defaced street nameplate.

Since 2010, your Conservative-led Council has rationalised
its offices and leisure centres which has produced revenue
savings of over £1m a year. It has continued to relentlessly
reform the Council and drive out inefficiencies in its quest
to protect frontline services, whilst either freezing Council
Tax or having increases below the rate of inflation.
The Council Tax increase proposed is just 2.39%,
exactly £5 per year (94 pence per week) on a Band D
property so this would see the WFDC proportion of the
bill rise from £209 per year to £214 per year. The WFDC
portion represents just 12% of the overall bill.

