For Wyre Forest
District Council
Elections 2019

The Conservative
Manifesto
Forward from the Leader of the Conservative Group,
Councillor Marcus Hart
I am exceptionally proud that Wyre Forest District Council has
been Conservative run since 2004.
In that time, Wyre Forest District Council has seen its grant
from Government reduce by about 45%, yet we have still
maintained front-line efficient and affordable services that are
important to you.
It is our desire to continue to provide services that the
community wants and continue to make Wyre Forest a safe,
clean, and better place to live, work and do business in.
Local Government funding continues to be a challenge, but it
is vital that we live within our means as both ourselves and
central Government continue to balance the books.

Vision
Our vision is to enhance our communities by embracing
Conservative principles.
Your Conservative-run Council has a successful and strong,
proven track record of sound financial management and low
taxation, whilst continuing to invest in regeneration and
sustainable, efficient and value for money services for our
District. We will continue to be commercial, growing our
income whenever we can, whilst at the same time relentlessly
driving out waste and inefficiency.

Our Priorities Are:
Town Centre Regeneration – Making our
town centres attractive and vibrant places to
come and visit.

Rural Areas – We are very proud of our rural
communities and will do all that we can to
preserve our Green Belt.

Urban Areas – We understand the need to
ensure our neighbourhoods are clean and safe.

Services – Providing efficient, affordable and
reliable services.

Taxation – We are committed to low taxation.

TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION
● We are proud that under the Conservatives much regeneration
within the District has already taken place.
● New homes are being built across the District in a measured and
planned way and a new Local Plan for the period 2016–2036 is
progressing that will safeguard the District for many years to come.
● Kidderminster is already benefitting from major regeneration on the
former Sugar Beet site – a redundant brownfield site that has been
successfully re-developed to enable housing, leisure and
employment to flourish. A new link road has been completed and
is a major piece of infrastructure for the District that significantly
improves the road network as well as allowing further development
to take place.
● Kidderminster town centre outside the Town Hall and along Vicar
Street has seen a £2 million investment and development thanks
to working with the Conservative-run Worcestershire County
Council. Phase 2 of the public realm and regeneration scheme,
opening up Worcester Street to traffic, is well underway. We have
seen new restaurants and bars open in the heart of Kidderminster
and will do all we can to help regenerate our District’s largest town
centre, including working with our MP in order to secure a bid to
the Government’s High Street Fund.
● We are totally committed to the demolition of Crown House and
the regeneration of this site and were very disappointed that the
tenants reneged on a fair deal which was agreed in principle.
We believe that it is morally indefensible to use tax payers’
money to demolish the building and let a multi-million pound
company out of their obligations.
●We have an ambition to see the conversion of redundant
shops into sustainable residential development.
●We are pushing forward comprehensive regeneration plans
for Lion Fields, which includes the former Glades site and part
of the Bromsgrove Street Car Park, to include a prestigious
multi-screen cinema and leisure hub. We also wish to see
housing developed in this area and to link this area up to
Worcester Street.
●Our plans to transform the ageing Depot in Green Street to
provide a brand new customer service centre, with dedicated
parking will save taxpayers £50,000 per annum in rent and
provide a fit for purpose facility for the future.
“Our commitment is to
continue to work with all
of our partners to keep
regenerating our areas,
encouraging businesses
to come and invest in
the District and allowing
the ones already here
to thrive.”

● Major public realm work has already taken place in Bewdley that
has made a positive difference. A new Medical Centre right in the
heart of the town has been developed and additional, much-needed
car parking on Load Street has been completed providing a net
increase in spaces.
● We are committed to regenerating Stourport Riverside and Town
Centre and are developing a Masterplan for this.
● We will continue to promote our waterways throughout the District.

RURAL AREAS
● We understand the importance of our rural areas and are
determined to protect as much of our Green Belt as possible.
● We will continue to work and liaise with our Parish Councils.
● We will continue to invest in our rural areas and work closely with
our Parish Councils with our Localism agenda. Many Parish Councils
now undertake litter picking, bin emptying and grass cutting. This
is done best at a local level.
● We will continue to encourage visitors to the District. Wyre Forest
is an attractive place to live and work and welcomes thousands of
tourists every year – our rural areas offer beautiful countryside and
play an important role in local tourism.

URBAN AREAS
● We will freeze car parking charges for 2019/2020 and retain free
car parking schemes across the District.
● We are committed to keeping your streets cleaned and we are
committed to working with other partners to keep your streets safe.
● We are committed to regenerating redundant brownfield sites in
our towns and will strive to allocate all available brownfield land
for development.

SERVICES
● We have delivered a state of the art leisure centre for the whole
of the District that continues to demonstrate significantly lower
operational costs.
● We will continue to protect our beautiful parks and public open
spaces and continue to invest in our parks including collaboration
with our Friends Groups. We are forging ahead with an ambitious
project to reinstate the heritage aspects of Brinton Park to create
a place that will serve the community for the next 100 years.
● We will continue to invest in the popular and much-used state of
the art District splash pad located at Brinton Park.
● We will continue to maintain the District’s three town centres –
keeping them clean, safe and looking good and, working with our
Town and Parish Councils, we will continue to keep our District
gateways clean and welcoming.
● We will continue to support our Localism agenda and work with
Town and Parish Councils and Community Groups to provide local
services and we will continue to work with our Town Councils to
invest in affordable toilets at strategic locations throughout the
District.
“We will continue to
protect our beautiful parks
and public open spaces and
will continue to invest in
our parks including
collaboration with our
Friends Groups.”

● We are investing in our Environmental Protection Team by providing
an additional officer to give more support at the front line.
● We are investing in our Planning Enforcement team by providing
an additional officer to ensure planning rules are adhered to.
● We will continue to safeguard the long-term future of Bewdley
Museum and encourage residents and tourists to visit. We will also
continue to work with Friends Groups.

TAXATION
● Under a Conservative-run District council, we have kept District
Council Tax as low as possible. Council tax has been frozen for the
last 5 years out of 9 and any increases have been kept broadly in
line with inflation or below.
● Our commitment to you is to continue to keep Council Tax under
control and any increases broadly in line with inflation over the
medium term. At this year’s budget Council Tax went up by just
£5 per year for a Band D property.
● We will continue to work with central Government to secure a
fairer share of central Government funding.
● We will continue to invest in commercial properties in our District
and the immediate wider area to bring in much-needed income to
continue to support our public services.
● We will continue to be commercial and grow our income.

Working for ALL Wyre Forest

on EVERY issue
On 2nd May 2019 —
Think Local, Vote Local,
Vote Conservative

“We will continue to
invest in commercial
properties … to bring in
much-needed income to
continue to support
our public services.”

Wyre Forest Conservatives —
We Care, We Consult,
We listen
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